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7.0 LIST OF PREPARERS 
 
The persons listed below were responsible for the preparation and review of this Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement, technical reports, and background studies relevant thereto. 
 
7.1 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
 

Name Qualifications Primary Responsibilities 

Traci Baker Civil Rights Specialist FHWA Review 

Jason Cowin Engineering Team Leader FHWA Review 

Chris Fraley Transportation Engineer FHWA Review 

Don Keith Right-of-Way Manager  FHWA Review 

Arlene Kocher Transportation Engineer FHWA Review 

J.D. Stevenson Environmental Programs 
Engineer  

FHWA Review 

 
7.2 Illinois Department of Transportation (Department)  
 

Name Qualifications Primary Responsibilities 

Steven Gobelman M.S., Geological Engineering 
B.S., Geological Engineering 
P.E., Illinois, Missouri 
P.G., Kentucky 
IDOT, 1993 to present 
 

Special Waste Review 

Jon M. McCormick M.S., Civil Engineering; B.S. 
Civil Engineering; P.E. 
Illinois; I.D.O.T. 2001 to 
present; 16 years of prior 
experience in design and 
planning of transportation 
and general civil engineering 
projects 

District Project Coordinator; 
Coordination and general 
content review. 

Kevin F. Marchek B.S. in Civil Engineering; 
P.E. Illinois; 22 years of 
experience at I.D.O.T. 

 

Studies & Plans Engineer 

William R. McWethy B.S. Civil Engineering; P.E. 
Illinois; 25 years experience 
at I.D.O.T. in Design, 
Construction & Hydraulics 

 

District Hydraulics Engineer 
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Charles Perino Ph.D., Plant Taxonomy 
M.S., Plant Taxonomy 
B.S., Geology 
IDOT, 1982 to present 
10 years prior 
biological/environmental 
experience 
 

General Content and 
Coordination; Natural 
Resources Review 

Cassandra S. Rodgers Ph.D. Biology (Ecology); 
M.S. Biology (Ecology); B.S. 
Biology; I.D.O.T. 1984 to 
Present; 8 years prior 
experience in ecological 
research 

 

Wetlands Analysis, Review 

Geoff F. Smith B.S. in Civil Engineering; 
P.E. Illinois; 19 years of 
experience at I.D.O.T. in 
Design and Construction 
 

In charge of Project Studies 
Unit 

Barabara H. Stevens M.A., Economics 
IDOT, 1979 to present 
 

Socioeconomic Impact 
Analysis and Review 

John A. Walthall Ph.D., Archaeology 
M.A., Anthropology 
B.A., Anthropology 
IDOT, 1978 to present 
12 years prior archaeological 
experience 
 

Archaeological Coordination, 
Analysis, and Review 

Patrick F. Warkins B.S. in Civil Engineering; 
P.E. Illinois; 25 years 
experience at I.D.O.T. 
 

Geometric Review 

Walter Zyznieuski M.A., Environmental Studies 
IDOT, 1994 to present 
14 years prior environmental 
experience 

Air Quality Coordination 
Analysis and Review 
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7.3 Consultants 
 
The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 
Chicago, Illinois  
 

Name Qualifications Primary Responsibilities 

Thomas P. DiChiara, AICP, 
P.P. 

M.C.R.P., City and Regional 
Planning/Urban Design, 
Catholic University 
B.A., Geology/Environmental 
Sciences, Rutgers University 

Environmental Lead/Overall 
DEIS/FEIS, Environmental 
Technical Reports, Public 
Involvement and 
Coordination 

Kenneth J. Hess, AICP, P.P. M.C.R.P., City and Regional 
Planning, Rutgers University 
B.A., Geography, University 
of Delaware 

DEIS/FEIS Review, 
Environmental Reports, 
QA/QC  

Daniel J. Loftus, P.E. B.S., Civil Engineering, 
Marquette University 

Project Engineer, Purpose 
and Need, Project 
Description, Project 
Coordinator 

Edward Samanns M.S., Geography, Rutgers 
University 
B.S., Biology, Slippery Rock 
University 

Biological Resources, 
Wildlife, Wetlands 

Margaret McBrien, P.E., 
P.W.F. 

M.S., Environmental 
Engineering, Northwestern 
University 
B.A., Geology, Mount 
Holyoke College 
 

Geology, Water Resources, 
Aquatic Resources 

Steven Kalashian B.S., Environmental Science, 
University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst 

Biological Resources 

Kirsty Fulton, APS Sc. M.S., Environmental Soil 
Science, Oregon State 
University 
B.S., Soil and Water 
Resources, University of 
Rhode Island 

Wetlands, Biological and 
Water Resources 

Alex Chen, P.E. M.S., Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, 
Vanderbilt University 
M.S., Acoustics, Tongji 
University 
B.S., Applied Physics, Tongji 
University 

Noise 
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George Perng M.S., Environmental 
Engineering, Stevens 
Institute of Technology 
B.S., Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, National Cheng 
Kung University 

Air Quality 

Donald E. Ehrenbeck, AICP, 
P.P. 

MCRP, Rutgers University 
B.A., Political Science, 
Upsala College 

Socioeconomics, Land Use, 
Editing 

Lucy Choy B.A., Geography, Hunter 
College 

Socioeconomics, Land Use, 
Editing 

Albert Racciatti, AICP MCRP, City and Regional 
Planning, Rutgers University 
M.A., International Relations, 
University of Chicago 
B.S., Industrial and Labor 
Relations, Cornell University 

Socioeconomics, Land Use, 
Environmental Justice 

James E. Reichel Jr. B.S., Urban Planning, 
University of Illinois, Chicago 

Agriculture 

Alex Rosenzweig MLS, Library Service, 
Rutgers University 
B.A., Communications, 
Rutgers University 

Technical Editing, Document 
Assembly 

Patricia A. Allen Mechanical & Electrical 
Drafting, Architect’s 
Community Design Center, 
Newark, NJ 
Commercial & Graphic Arts, 
Essex County Vo-Tech, 
Newark, NJ 

Graphics 

 
 
Wirth Design Associates 
Billings, Montana 
 

Name Qualifications Primary Responsibilities 

Ted Wirth, FASLA (NBLA 
Cert. No. 36) 

B.S., Landscape 
Architecture, Iowa State 
University 

Visual Resources 

Jillian McColgan, B.L.A. BL.A., Landscape 
Architecture, University of 
Toronto 

Visual Resources 
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Johnson, Depp, Quisenberry 
Springfield, Illinois 
 

Name Qualifications Primary Responsibilities 

Paul Biggers, P.E. M.S., Botany, Southern 
Illinois University 
B.S., Civil Engineering 
University of Illinois 
B.S., Zoology, Southern 
Illinois University 

Public Involvement, 
Comments and Coordination 

Sue Laue M.S., Media Management, 
Northwestern University, 
Medill School of Journalism 
M.S., Agriculture (Soils), 
University of Kentucky, 
School of Agriculture 
B.S., Sociology/Journalism, 
Illinois State University 

Public Involvement, 
Comments and Coordination 
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